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ABOVE: The VaIIey National Bank buuldmg‘
was Tucson’s tallest in the 1950s: RIGHT: As it
appears today
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Tucson palr buy area’s ‘first skyscraper’

TEYA VITU
tvitu@tucsoncitizen.com

A pair of Tucsonans last week
bought *the former Valley
National Bank building, the 10-

story . downtown ' Italian

Renaissance” revival - tower
dubbed the “first skyscraper in
Tucson.”

Rob Caylor and Art Wadlund

* paid-$5.5 million for the tower

built in 1929 at 2 E. Congress St.
by Consolidated National Bank.
It is occupied by Chase Bank,
which sold. the building to ‘the

pair.

The sale closed Friday, broker
Buzz Isaacson said.

- “They are enthusiastic about
downtown,” Isaacson said.

Caylor and Wadlund are out
of state on vacation and were not
available for comment.

Caylor  owms Caylor
Construction Co., which. his
father, Robert Caylor, founded in
1958. Wadlund is founding part-

ner of the commercial real estate.

firm Hendricks & Partners.
The building has .a series of
two-story arches and. stone

veneer at the base, then an eight-
story brick facade topped with
two stories of stone veneer. A
cornice juts out over the side-
walk.

The interior lobby has rose-
and cedar-colored Tennessee
marble with colvimns supporting
the mezzanine and murals lining
the walls.

“It’s one of the nicest interiors
downtown,” - said - Annie

‘Nequette, co-author of “A Guide

to Tucson Architecture.”

Scenes for the 1980 Gene
Wilder movie “Stir Crazy” were
filmed inside the building.

The éntire history-of the build-
ing until Friday was directly tied
to Cohsolidated, which under-
‘went name changes after acqui-
sitions by Valley National Bank
in 1935, Bank One in 1993 and
Chase Bank in 2005.

“It’s never been sold,” said
Mary Jarde Rogers, a Chase
Bank spokeswoman.

Chase Bank, however,is on'a

-selling spree of district offices.

“We're doing this across the
country the last two years,” said
Steve Fell, president of the

‘Tucson market for Chase.

Chase occupies the bottom six
floors and will now lease the

- space from the new owners, Fell

said. o
The eighth, ninth and 10th
floors are vacant, Isaacson said.
“The building needs a lot of

_infrastructure work,” Isaacson

said. “They will upgrade.the air

conditioning, elevator and elec-

trical system. A lot of it is origi-
al.”
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